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5 October 2026 at 11:00 (reminder at the Barn and Barrel) 

 
Copyright in this newsletter is reserved.  No publication or dissemination of its contents is allowed without written permission from the 

Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society. 



 

Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society newsletter 
© 2026 

Sep 2026 Page 1 
 

 

editor's note 
 

Welcome to our newsletter for September from the beautiful Eastern Cape where spring has 
arrived and the days are longer - much more day time is always nice.  On the rugby front South 
Africa staged a good comeback against the All Blacks in the rivalry tour by winning the last three 
tests and thus taking the series 3 - 1.  With the Proteas beating the Australians 2 - 1 in the recent 
one day series, September turned out to be quite a good sporting month for South Africans.  On 
that happy note we trust you will enjoy the ninth newsletter of the year.  Keep well, safe and sound. 
 

from the secretary's desk 
 

Birthdays for October 2026 include: Robert Penrose on 2 October, Francois Friend on 5 October; 
Gerhard Groenewoud on 8 Oct, Anthony Harris on 17 Oct, Neville Polakow on 18 Oct, Neville 
Mildenhall on 23 Oct and Ian McArthur on 30 Oct.  We wish you all happy stamping and an 
enjoyable day. 
 

rolling programme for 2026/2027 
 

month date happenings 

October 5 Oct 2026 

 

Pub quiz at the Barn and Barrel. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

November 2 Nov 2026 

 

Quarterly Cup and Contemporary Cup competitions. 
General trading and auction - bring some of your material that you wish to 
dispose of. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

December 4 Dec 2026 
 

President's night. 
 

January 11 Jan 2027 

 

Contemporary Cup, TJ Strachan Ladies Bowl and President's Cup 
competitions. 
General trading and auction - bring some of your material that you wish to 
dispose of. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

February 1 Feb 2027 

 

Pub quiz at the Barn and Barrel. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

March 1 Mar 2027 

 

Annual general meeting. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

April 5 Apr 2027 

 

Pub quiz at the Barn and Barrel. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

May 3 May 2027 

 

Philatelic Services Stamp’s Friend Trophy and Quarterly Cup competitions. 
General trading and auction - bring some of your material that you wish to 
dispose of. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

June 7 Jun 2027 

 

Neville Polakow Trophy and Mike Koyd Postal History Shield competitions. 
General trading and auction - bring some of your material that you wish to 
dispose of. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

July 5 Jul 2027 

 

Pub quiz at the Barn and Barrel. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

August 2 Aug 2027 

 

Philatelic Services Stamp’s Friend Trophy competition. 
General trading and auction - bring some of your material that you wish to 
dispose of. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
 

September 6 Sep 2027 

 

Dave Berg Cup for best thematic display competition. 
General trading and auction - bring some of your material that you wish to 
dispose of. 
Items of interest, bringalongs and new acquisitions. 
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minutes of monthly meeting 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY, HELD ON TUESDAY 
1 SEPTEMBER 2026 AT THE BIBLE HOUSE, 31 COTSWOLD AVENUE, PORT ELIZABETH COMMENCING AT 
11:00 
PRESENT:  Francois Friend (in the Chair) 
 
MEMBERS:  17  APOLOGIES: 5  VISITORS:  0 
 
The president welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Minutes of the monthly meeting dated 3 August 2026 were tabled for adoption.  These were accepted - 
proposed by Dave Brown and seconded by Cecil Allers. 
 
The meeting then proceeded with the scheduled events. 
 
(1) DAVE BERG CUP COMPETITION 
Graham Butcher and Ian McArthur contested for this thematic competition's trophy.  Graham's exhibit, see 
further below, was entitled "Horses" and he gave the following supplementary information regarding horses: 
they are loosely divided into three categories based on general temperament, namely, spirited "hot bloods" 
with speed and endurance; "cold bloods", such as draft horses and some ponies, suitable for slow, heavy 
work; and "warm bloods", developed from crosses between hot bloods and cold bloods, often focusing on 
creating breeds for specific riding purposes, particularly in Europe.  There are more than 300 breeds of 
horses in the world today.  Humans and horses interact in a wide variety of sport competitions and non-
competitive recreational pursuits, as well as in working activities such as police work, agriculture, 
entertainment and therapy.  Horses were also historically used in warfare. 
 
The horse was evolved over the past 45 to 55 million years from a small multi-toed creature into the large, 
single-toed animal of today.  Humans began to domesticate horses around 4 000 BC and their domestication 
is believed to have been widespread by 3 000 BC.  The endangered Przewalski’s horse, a separate 
subspecies, is the only remaining true wild horse.  [...the Przewalski's horse, also called the takhi, Mongolian 
wild horse or Dzungarian horse, is a rare and endangered wild horse originally native to the steppes of 
Central Asia and is named after the Russian geographer and explorer Nikolay Przhevalsky, Ed.] 
 

 

 
 

Graham Butcher's exhibit on horses. 
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Ian's exhibit was entitled owls and he gave a short presentation on his love for this type of bird, see below.  
After adjudication by two members present Ian received 75% for his exhibition of owls on stamps and 
Graham received 80% for his exhibit on horses and is thus this year's winner of the Dave Berg Cup. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ian McArthur's exhibit on owls. 
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(2) ITEMS OF INTEREST, BRINGALONGS AND NEW ACQUISITIONS 
Dave Brown had, as usual, his very interesting array of items to share with the meeting and started with the 
Israel printer's sheet of marine life issued on 4 November 2019 shown further below.  This issue of 36 
stamps is based on the "My Stamp" issue and features some of the marine animals that live in the 
Mediterranean and Red Seas.  Each one of the four sheets that make up the printer’s sheet focuses on a 
different group of animals, namely fish, molluscs, cnidarians, and echinoderms and decapods.  The issue 
also highlights the Israel Oceanographic and Limnological Research (IOLR) institution.  The IOLR is a 
national research institution (non-profit governmental corporation for the benefit of the public) established in 
1967 with the mission of generating knowledge for the sustainable use and protection of Israel’s marine, 
coastal and freshwater resources.  IOLR conducts scientific research in the fields of oceanography, 
limnology, mariculture and marine biotechnology. 
 
The IOLR is also a unique national hub for knowledge and practical capabilities in the fields of oceanography 
and water sciences which furthers national and public interests for the benefit of future generations.  The 
main goal is to create and utilise a scientific and technological basis for monitoring research and sustainable 
development so that Israel will be prepared for the natural and man-made hazards to seas and lakes for the 
good of the economy and society. 
 

 
 

Israel printer's sheet of marine life. 
 

 
 

Long time ago auction news. 
 

 
Dave then said that sometimes one finds odd things when sorting through large amounts of stamps that 
come from part-time collectors.  The above newspaper clipping was found in such a batch of stamps.  The 
second paragraph reads "This stamp was an unused halfpenny from the first Union issue that was doubly 
printed, one of a strip of five that was bought over the counter at Johannesburg post office in 1919."  It was 
sold on auction by Stephan Welz for R 39 600, showing that high prices are not a modern day phenomenon.  
Dave then enquired if anybody could throw more light on this as to when this was bought and the name and 
date of the newspaper in which the article appeared?  Since the purchase amount was quoted in Rand, the 
article appeared after February 1961. 
 
Next up Ian McArthur continued his interesting contributions to society meetings, this time with French 
mathematicians on stamps, as shown on the next page. 
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French mathematicians on stamps. 
 
Willy Porter then shared his passion for butterflies with a beautiful and very insightful display of butterflies on 
stamps, see below. 
 

 
 

Butterfly display. 
 
Quite strange how things sometimes happen, earlier in the meeting Dave showed a newspaper clipping of a 
Stephan Welz auction item and then Vernon Mitchell per chance brought along the Stephan Welz 
advertisement that appeared in the local PE Express on the 8 July 2026, see next page.  Vernon added that 
gone are the days that Stephan Welz had investment stamps on auction on a regular basis. 
 
Vernon then shared most people's sentiments about the value of the rand that is not what it used to be.  He 
gave an example of a 100 gram Cadbury slab of chocolate that you could buy in 1967 for 11 cents.  Today 
the chocolates are only 80 grams and they cost R 24,99!!  He also mentioned that he bought his 1500 VW 
Beatle in 1968 for R 1 499.  As humour always make things more bearable Vernon then entertained the 
meeting with some banknotes that explain the value of the South African currency very well, shown on the 
next page. 
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Stephan Welz advertisement. 
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

Sentimental South African banknotes. 
 
Next Vernon showed a very interesting 25 cm x 15 cm cloth address panel of a registered package mailed to 
East London, see next page.  This very interesting piece is a 1941 World War II South African forces in 
Egypt item.  It has various Union pictorials totaling 3 shillings and 10½ pence, tied by "EGYPT 63" circular 
datestamps, "ON ACTIVE SERVICE" manuscript on top and light strikes of boxed registration and censor 
(latter countersigned) labels.  On the inside of the cloth an English/Afrikaans rubber stamp "With best wishes 
from the Gifts & Comforts committee". 
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World War II cloth address panel. 
 
At this stage of the meeting the society's new member, Rob Penrose, introduced himself and said that he 
used to reside in Port Alfred but recently moved to Jeffrey’s Bay.  His collection interests are Great Britain 
Victorian, Union of South Africa, Nyasaland and Rhodesia. 
 
Next up Morrice Groer showed the below South African Post Office training stamps (that Francois was 
apparently very interested in).  These were printed on unphosphorised, gummed paper in the standard 
revenue stamp format by the Government Printer some years ago as an aid for training of Post Office 
personnel. 
 

 
 

Post Office training stamps. 
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Richard Johnstone showed the below "Australia’s First Aerial Mail" card from Melbourne to Sydney.  The 
plane carrying this card among other mail items crashed on the 9 July 1914 and the mail was then carried to 
Sydney by rail and posted on the 24 August 1914.  The pilot of the plane was the aviator Wizard Stone, 
known as a daredevil. 
 

 
 

Australian first aerial mail card. 
 
Francois then showed the below stamps from the French Southern and Antarctic Territories (FSAT) issued 
during the 1950's and 1960s that he worked on over the past weekend for listing on the Stamp's Friend 
website.  Known in French and shown on the stamps by the abbreviation TAAF, which stands for Terres 
australes et antarctiques françaises.  He said that they must be some of the most stunning/beautiful stamps 
ever issued.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

Stamps from the French Southern and Antarctic Territories. 
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Francois also showed the below an "assignments to the Austral Islands" writing paper that was on board the 
Gallieni (notable French cargo-passenger liner that played an indispensable role as logistical supply and 
research vessel in the mid-20th century), operated under the prominent French shipping line Messageries 
Maritimes, with a selection of stamps cancelled with ILES SAINT PAUL ET AMSTERDAM (district of the 
FSAT covering the islands of Saint Paul and Amsterdam) datestamp of 29 Mar 1968; and enquired if 
anybody has any idea what the writing at the bottom meant. 
 

 
 

Writing paper with stamps from the French Southern and Antarctic Territories.. 
 
(2) GENERAL 
Willy Porter, the society's librarian, informed the meeting that he has drawn up a list of all the books available 
in the PEPS library.  This list will be made available to all the society's members. 
 
A lively auction followed with seven lots being sold for a princely amount of R 1 380. 
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The next meeting will be held on 5 October 2026 at the Barn and Barrel's Paddock for our next pub quiz with 
Willy Porter setting the 20 questions.  Members are invited to also bring along some items of interest and 
new acquisitions.  We will commence with our meeting followed by the quiz and lunch, which will be paid by 
PEPS. 
 
The meeting closed at 13:00 with there being no further matters to discuss. 
 
 
PRESIDENT:      DATED: 
 

 

…..Red Lisa  
 

 

the antique collective 
 

The Antique Collective (TAC), being held monthly on the first Sunday of a month at the Walmer 
Park Shopping Centre, takes place on Sunday 4 October.  
 

 
 

editor's titbits 
 

Well folks that is that for our September edition of the newsletter.  Should you come across useful 
philatelic articles, auction results, news items, etc - please forward to us for possible inclusion in 
future newsletters.  Also, any letter to the editor is welcomed.  Bye 
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Stockbooks 
Lighthouse Basic 32 pages ……....…....….. 
Lighthouse Basic 64 pages ……........…….. 
Lighthouse Comfort 32 pages ……....…….. 
Lighthouse Premium 64 pages + slipcase .. 
Lindner 64 pages ........................................ 
 

Mounting strips 
Hawid, Prinz, Lighthouse pre-cut strips ...... 
Lighthouse SF (per 5 strips) 
217 mm x 21,5 mm or 27,5 mm ……....…... 
217 mm x 33 mm or 36 mm …...…....……... 
217 mm x 40 mm or 45 mm …………......… 
217 mm x 55 mm or 66 mm ......…....……… 
217 mm x 72 mm or 84 mm or 92 mm ….... 
217 mm x 148 mm or 164 mm ..……....…… 
 

Tweezers and exhibition sleeves 
Tweezers (12 cm/15 cm) .....…………....…. 
Exhibition sleeves (packet of 5) ……....…… 
 

 
 

R 680 
R 980 
R 970 

R 1 100 
R 1 080 

 

 
from R 20 

 
R 30 
R 40 
R 50 
R 60 
R 70 

R 110 
 

 
R 200/350 

R 160 
 

 
Magnifying glasses 
Straight shank 60 mm ………....…………… 
Folding 30 x 21 mm ……………....………… 
Illuminated 40 x 25 mm ……………….....…. 
Lighthouse frameless LED …………………. 
 

Other 
Prinz stockcards - box of 100 ……..……..... 
Vario pages 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 strips/packet of 5 ....... 
 

Stamp and first day cover albums 
Various new and second hand stockbooks 
and cover albums in good condition. 
 

Stock 
British Commonwealth/cinderella's 
South Africa/Homelands/SWA/Namibia 

 

we buy stamps and collectables 
 

we do want lists 

 
 

R 30 
R 70 

R 140 
R 550 

 

 
R 650 

 
R 180 

 

 
 

R 100+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nov 2025 

 
 

remember to visit our website at www.stampsfriend.com 
 
 

Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth (1840 - 1970) catalogues available 
 

2014 = R 300        2015 = R 400        2016 = R 500        2017 = R 600 
 

2018 = R 700        2022 = R 1 100        2023 = R 1 400        2024 = R 1 700 


